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The Irish Coming to America 

 1839 Letter from W. Morton to Thomas Bishop, 
located at Whiteburn, Linethgow Co.,Scotland. 

 

 “…If you sail for New York, get a ship at 
Greenock or Leath. If you go to Liverpool you 
would likely get into a ship full of Irish 
passengers & they are the most disagreeable & 
most depraved wretches you ever was amongst.  
If you go by Orleans you will shun that evil. 
……..” 



Today’s Presentation   

My First Attempt at Gen Research 
(my start is 7 years ago) 

My Visits to Ireland and Results 

What I Learned About Researching 
Irish Roots (now year 2007) 

 



My Irish Roots 

Grandparents 

–McHugh – Irish (to US 1878)  
– Devine – Irish (to US 1835????); Not 

Researched to Date 

– Ingalls – English (to US 1629); Well 
Researched as of this Date 

– Wallace – English (to US via Canada c. 1872); 
Good Research Info as of this Date. 

 



McHugh - California/USA 

My Grandparents – ca. 1910 
John William McHugh 

My Parents – 1936 
James McHugh Sr. 



Eight Sons of John & Mary (Devine) McHugh – ca. 1910 
(two daughters not pictured) 



My Irish Roots 

 Where in Ireland was 
John W McHugh born?? 

 John’s Parents?? 

 John’s  Grandparents?? 

 John’ Siblings?? 

 What was his home like 
(~1850)?? 

 The Famine Years 
(1845-1851) 

 



Starting Out 

 

Begin with YOU and work back to 
your immigrant ancestor. 

 Interview relatives, review family 
records. 

No “Key” Living Relatives in yr 2000 



McHugh Family Reunion 

  c. 1925 Stockton, California 

 



Interview Key Relatives 

 Jan 1938, me with 
John W McHugh 

– My Immigrant Irish 
Ancestor 

– My Grandfather 



Where Did I Start? 

 Needed Info on  
Birth Location in 
Ireland 

 Who were the 
Parents of My 
Grandfather? 

 Biographical Info 
Existed in this 
1892 Book 

 



Biographical Sketch p. 218 

Bio Sketch Published 1892 



John W. McHugh 

 Born 22 June 1858 

 Born Co. Galway, Ireland 

 Parents: William & Margaret (Gilligan) 
McHugh 

 In 1878 came to USA and proceeded to 
California 

 Married Mary Devine 16 October 1882. 

 Five Children by 1892 

 Farmed 320 Acres Oakdale, CA. 

 

 



What Next? 

 Internet Searches - Message Boards, 
Ancestry, etc. – No Luck 

 Internet Searches Suggested Galway 
Family History Society Possible Good 
Source 

 Pay for Some Research, May Save Time! 

 Also, Contemplating a Trip to the “Lands 
of Our Roots” 



First Trip to Ireland (& Wales) 

 Visit “Lands of Our Roots” 

 Ireland (Jim) & Wales (Cathie)  

 May 15 – 31, 2001 (rented car & B&Bs) 

 Visit Galway Family History Society 



Ireland/Wales - 2001 



Wales – Cathie’s Roots 

Parry Farm 

Capel Uchaf 

Elizabeth Parry – 86y 

Sign to Tai’n Lon 



Ireland/Wales - 2001 



Ireland - 2001 



Visit to Galway Family History 

Society West – Galway City 

 Completed at Their 
Ireland Office May 
2001 

 Initial Search Fee 
$36 

 This could have 
been done via 
Internet 

 



Report from Galway Family 

History Society West 

 Received Report 
December 2001 

 Total of 11 Pages 

 Total Cost $96 

 



Sources Used by Galway 

Researcher for Report 

Griffith’s Valuation (1848-1856) 

Registers of Baptism & Marriage for 
the RC Parish of Dunmore (1833 – 
some missing years) 

Civil Registers – District of 
Dunmore/Glenamaddy & Tuam No. 2 
(beginning 1864) 

Census Ireland 1901 & 1911. 

 







Galway Family History Report 
Page 8 



Galway Family History Report 
Page 9 



Griffith’s Valuation 1849 -1856 



Summary of Report Information 

 Placenames – Dunmore, Addergoole 

 Surname Origins: McHugh & Gilligan 

 Descendents (7) of William McHugh 

 Census of Ireland 1901 & 1911 – McHughs 
(Ardcloon Townland) 

 Griffith’s Valuation 1848 - 1856 

 Townland Map Showing Ardcloon 

Now Ready for Another Trip!! 
 



Trip to Ireland – March 2002 

 Jim & son Neal 

 Roots Focus 

 Co Galway/ 
Dunmore/Ardcloon 

 McHugh Home? 

 Cemeteries? 

 Locate Cousins? 

 Neal & Irish Music  

 



County Galway, Ireland 



Dunmore Area 
Ordnance Survey Map – Discovery Series #39 

Our Objectives 



Visit to Dunmore Area 

 Co Galway - March 2002 



Ardcloon Townland 
Ordnance Survey Map – Discovery Series #39 



Ardcloon Townland 



Adrigoole Old Graveyard 

Near McHugh Home - Ardcloon 



McHugh Ancestral Home  
Ardcloon Townland 



McHugh Ancestral Home  
Ardcloon Townland 



McHugh Country - Co Galway 



Summary to 2003 

Visited Ancestral Home in Ireland 

Visited Family Grave Sites 

Fallon Family owns the ancestral 
home (wrote note to John Fallon) 

–Teresa Fallon (my contact) 

Dr. Luke McHugh had much 
genealogical info 

–Maura McHugh Ellis (my contact) 



Dr. Luke McHugh & Family 

 South Wales 



Summarizing Progress  to 2003 

(cont’d) 

Dr. Luke McHugh Family Tree Info  

William McHugh’s Children 

–12 children; not 7 children per GFHS  

–7 came to US 

–data on spouses and children  

Siblings of William (my G-Grandfather) 



Co Galway Roots - Ardcloon 
 

Thomas McHugh 
 b. ~1795  

d. 10 Jan 1879  
and 

Margaret (???) McHugh 
b. ~1795 

d. 8 May 1867 
 

 
Maura McHugh 

  m. John Flattery 
~ 1850  

(one 1 child, 
maybe more?) 

 

 
Johnny McHugh  

m. Mary McManus 
~ 1850 

 (9 children) 
 

 

William McHugh 
 m. Marg’t Gilligan 

30 Jan 1848 

 (12 children)  

(My Great Grandfather) 



12 Children of William & 

Margaret (Gilligan) McHugh 

 Thomas, b. 1850, d. 1934; to SF Calif; Single 
 Michael, b. 1852, d.??; IRE, m. & children 

 John, b. 1853, d. 1944; to Calif, m. & 10 children 

 Patrick, b. 1855, d. 1944; IRE, m. & children 
 Margaret, b.1857, d. 1879; IRE (d. @ 20y) 
 Julia, b. 1859, d. 1947; to SF Calif, m. & children 
 Mary, b. ~1862, died young; IRE  
 Martin, b. 1869, d. 1952; to Calif, Single 
 Daniel, b. 1870, d. 1935; to Calif, m. & children 
 William, b. 1872, d. 1948; to Calif, m. & no children 
 Brigid, b. ~1872, d. 1947; IRE, m. & children 
 Richard, b. 1873, d. 1939; to SF Calif, m. & children 



My Follow Up – Irish Records  

(2003 to the present)  

 RC Parish Records – Dunmore 

– bp. 1833 -1860; 1877-1910 

– m. 1833- 1877  

 Ireland Census 1901 & 1911 

 FHL Microfilms of above records 
obtained 

 

 

 



Dunmore RC Parish Marriage Records 
1848  –  FHL Microfilm 16mm 

30 Jan 1848 



Dunmore RC Parish Baptisms  
1853  –  FHL Microfilm 16mm 

20 May 1853 May 1853 

US birth info: 22 June 1858  Record for John McHugh; 



1901 Ireland Census 
Ardcloon, Co Galway (FHL Microfilm copy) 



1901 Ireland Census 
McHugh - Ardcloon, Co Galway (FHL Microfilm copy) 

Signature G. Grandfather 



1911 Ireland Census 
Ardcloon, Co Galway - FHL Microfilm 



1911 Ireland Census 
FHL Microfilm 



1911 Ireland Census 

 McHugh - Ardcloon, Co Galway (FHL Microfilm) 



1911 Ireland Census 

 McHugh - Ardcloon, Co Galway (FHL Microfilm) 



My Follow Up with US Sources 

 (2003 to the present) 

 Obituaries (sibling info?) 
 US Census (6 siblings, siblings 

children?) 
 City Directories (address, occupation) 
 Great Register of California (misc. info) 
 California Death Index (dates, mother’s 

name, sibling identification) 

 



Ancestry.com - California Death 
Index, 1940-1997 
 

                  Name: Martin McHugh 
                  Social Security #:  0  
                  Sex: MALE  
                  Birth Date: 18 Sep 1869 
                  Birthplace: Other Country  
                  Death Date: 4 Jan 1952 
                  Death Place: San Joaquin  
                  Mother's Maiden Name: Gilligan  
                  Father's Surname: McHugh  
 



Last_Name, First_Name, Middle_Name, B_yr, B_mo, B_dy, 
Mothers_Last_Name, Fathers_Last_Name, Sex, Bp, 
County_of_Death, D_yr, D_mo, D_dy, SS_Number, Age, idno  
 

MCCORMICK  JULIA    1862  06  19 
 
GILLIGAN  MCHUGH  FEMALE  RE 
   
SAN FRANCISCO  1947  06  23    85  0  

www.vitalsearch-ca.com 
California 1940 - 2000 

http://www.vitalsearch-ca.com/
http://www.vitalsearch-ca.com/
http://www.vitalsearch-ca.com/


registration no. 2832 
John W. McCue, age 25, born in Ireland, farmer, resides in North, 
naturalized 27 Feb 1884 in San Joaquin Co. Superior Court 
voting registration date 26 May 1884 Oakdale 
registration no. 2207 
John W. McHugh, age 28, born in Ireland, farmer, resides in Oakdale, 
naturalized 27 Feb 1884 in San Joaquin Co. Superior Court 
voting registration date 7 Jun 1888 Oakdale 
registration no. 2005 
John William McHugh, age 34, 5' 7 1/2" tall, dark complexion, grey eyes, 
dark hair, born in Ireland, farmer, resides in East Oakdale, 
naturalized San Joaquin Co. Superior Court 
voting registration date 18 Apr 1892 Oakdale also 
22 Sep 1892 Oakdale 
 
registration no. 2007 
William McHugh, age 23, 5' 8" tall, dark complexion, brown eyes, dark hair, 
born in Ireland, farmer, resides in East Oakdale, 
naturalized 25 Oct 1893 in San Francisco Superior Court 
voting registration date 18 Apr 1894 Oakdale 

Great Register of California, Stanislaus Co.  
(LDS film no. 0978590)  



The Past Homes Maps 

 First Edition Survey maps of Ireland, 
surveyed between 1829 and 1843.  

 First maps to accurately show the 
boundaries and names of all the 
Townlands, Parishes and Baronies in 
Ireland.  
 

See:  www.pasthomes.com 
 



Ireland Townland Maps - Ardcloon  

From Survey of 1829 -1843 

www.pasthomes.com 



Review Research Method 

 Research Simplified if: 

– know exact birthplace in Ireland of ancestor 

– know ancestor’s parents names 

 Research collateral lines, others with 
same surname, clusters in same town 

 Census records, Marriage, Death and 
Birth records  

 Good sources of birthplace in Ireland 
are located in US and Canada  



US Sources that can Provide 

Birthplace in Ireland 
 Naturalization petitions and declarations 
 Vital Records (e.g. death) 
 Post-1906 Customs Passenger Lists 
 Post-1883 Immigration Passenger Lists 
 Cemetery & Burial Records (incl. gravestone 

inscriptions) 
 Military Records 
 Church Records 
 Newspaper Records  
 Biographical Sketches 
 Court Records (wills, probate, land) 
 Business Records 



McHugh Surname Distribution (1848-1864) 

www.ireland.com/ancestor/surname/ 



Irish Ancestral Map – Irish Tourist Board Publication 



www.irish-roots.net 



Galway Family History Society West LTD. 



John Grenham Book 

 Good Basic Resource 

 John Grenham 

 3rd Edition 2006 

 Source Lists by County 

 Record Types 

 Book in Our Library 

 Cost $25 

 



Handout for Today  
(Taken from Material Prepared by Marie E. Daly, NEHGS) 

 General Guides 

–  US  & Irish 

 Genealogical Websites 

–  US & Ireland 

 National Archives Material 

 Cemetery Records 

 Newspaper Records  

 Military Records 

 Court Records & Business Records  

 Irish Passenger Lists 

Reading List for Getting Started 
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The End 

John & Mary McHugh 

8 Sons of John & Mary 

McHugh Ancestral Home - Ireland 


